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It was an extraordinary moment for women in Congress to see Nancy Pelosi be the, the
Speaker. It really was. I actually remember being with her the night before, and being able to
have that sort of funny conversation, like, “What color suit do you think I should wear?” This is
kind of monumental, but her interest was to bring her grandchildren and the children in
Congress to the, to the podium with her, and she did relay the story that the Parliamentarian
wasn’t sure that was allowed. He had never been asked that question. There wasn’t a rule on it,
so it wasn’t not allowed, but it wasn’t allowed. So, she, I forget, you know, there must have been
some sort of reception, and a group of us were sort of standing around, and she was saying, “I
don’t yet know whether I’m going to actually do it.” Because, again, I think even for her in this
very powerful moment was, you don’t want to be gaveled down by the Parliamentarian telling
you, you can’t do it. That’s kind of not going to look great on TV. And you don’t you—and she is
somebody who is very respectful of this institution, and of the rules, and, and the procedures,
and knowledgeable about that. So, and yet you do want this to be a moment that really
symbolizes who she is, what she cares about, what it means to girls, and boys, I hope. And so,
when she did it, it was just great. It was just great. So, it was, so I feel it was a very important
moment for all of us.

Office of the Historian
U.S. House of Representatives
http://history.house.gov/Oral-History/

