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Mr E. B. WINANS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted
the following

REPORrr:
[To accompany bill H. R. 5335. J

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was riiferred the bill (H. R.
5335) granting a pension to Mrs. Sa,rah E. E. Seelye, alias Franklin
,
Thompson submit the following report:

It appears from the certificate of the adjutant-general of the State of
Michig·an that Franklin Thompson enlisted in Company F, Second R egiment Michigan Infantry, May 25, A. D. 1861, at Detroit, lVlich., and waR
duly mustered into the service of the United States for the term of three
years, and further that he deserted at Lebanon, Ky., April 22, 1863.
From the time of enlistment up to that date the concurrent testimony
of both comrades and officers is unanimous and highly eulogiRtic of the
character, conduct, and meritorious services of said soldier. For nearly
two years he remaiued with his regiment, sharing in, all its toilB and
privations, marching and fighting in the various engagements in which
it participated from the first disastrous battle at Bull Run and McUlelan's peninsula campaign, and all through his memorable seven days'
fight across the peninsula to the Jam es River. Throug·h that ordeal, which
taxed the endurance and courage of the strongest and bra Yest, be passed
without, a murmur, never absent from duty, obeying all orders with intelligence and alacrity, his whole aim and desire to render z,.'.\alous and
efficient aid to the Union cause. With his regiment he returned from
the peninsula, and through subsequent movements of the Army, in the
spring of 1863, the Second Michigan Infantry was at Lebanon, Ky., and
then as appears from the testimony, for the first time, Frank Thompson,
suffering from malarial chills, applied for a furlough. William Shakspear, now quartermaster-general of Michigan, testifies as follows:
I was a mernher of Company K, Secon,l Michi~an Infantry, from its organization
until June, 1864; was well acquainted with Frank Thompson, of Company F, of the
same rPgiment; k1rnw he was a strong-, healtb-y, a-nd rohi1s soldier, <ffer willing and
ready for duty; [ and further sn ys : ] I never knew of said Frank Thompson being sick,
except in the spring of 1863, when he had chills. The exposure dnring the peninsula
campaign, it is alleged, brongbt on malarial chills, and his application for furlough
having been denied, the alternative was the hospital or absence withont leave. He
chose the latter, and the heret,ofore willing, clH'erfnl solrlier, who np to thi8 time had
always responded at roll-call and reveiHe, henceforth wa,s marked a, deserter.

Truth is ofttimes stranger than fiction, and now comes the sequel.
Sarah Emma Edmons, now Sarah E. Seelye. alias Franklin Thompson,
is no,v asking this Congress to grant her relief by way of a pension on
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account of failing health, which she avers had its incurrence and is the
sequence of the days and nights she spent in the swamps of the Chickahominy in the days she went soldering.
Tllat Franklin Thompson and Mrs. Sarah E. E. Seelye are one and
t.he Rarne person is escablished by abundance of proof, and beyond a
doubt. She submits a statement, under oath, setting forth her history
from the time of her enlistment at Detroit to the present time, and also
the testimony of ten credible witnesses, men of intelligence, holding
places of higb honor and trust, who positively swear that she is the
identical Frank Thompson who enlisted in Company F, Second Michigan Infantry, May 25, 18D1. Her history from the time she left the
camp at Lebanon to the close of the war is mainly interesting and
pertinent to this report, as showing that though by the rules of war a
deserter, yet her course and conduct after shows the same zeal in the
service of her couutr.v in her proper character as actuated her when she
first dedicated herself to the cause which she felt to be the highest and
· noblest that can actuate man or woman.
On leaving the regiment at Lebanon she went to Oberlin, Ohio, and
for about a month retained her ~1~sumed character as a Union soldier,
but the disease which she had contracted not readily yielding she
abandoned the idea of again joining her regiment and assumed her
proper dress, and while recovering her health wrote a book, called the f
Nurse and Spy, and arranged with Hurlbut & Co., of Connecticut,
to publish it, who testify to th~t fact and that it had a circulation of
about 175,000 copies)also that the author's share of profits was given
to the Christian Sanitary Commission by the author, who herself joined
the commission and served as nurse in hospitals along the lines, till
the close of the war, dispensing her charities, which Hurlburt says. was
many hundred dollars, to the sick and wounded soldiers, relieving
their necessities and aiding to restore them to health and the service
of their country, and in this way rendered much more Yaluable aid to
the cause nearest her heart than she could possibly have done as a soldier in the ranks. The several affidavits of General William Shakespear, Col. Wm. B. McCreary, Lieutenant-Colonel Schneider, Col. Sylvester Larned, Capt. Damon Stewart, Capt. William R. Morse, and
Comrade Milton S. Benjamin, all testify positively as to her identity with
Frank Thompson, an<l also to her Christian character and good services
wLile in the Army.
'.rho. Barrett, M. D., of Fort Scott, Kans., testifies that be has examined Mrs. Emma E. Sedye, and ·finds her suffering from symptoms of
disease of the heart, which may be the sequel of inflammatory rheumatism; also has disease of liver. The viscus is enlarged, the skin and
cornea have a yellow tinge. There is enlargement of spleen and symptoms of disease of kidney.
In Yiew of her failing health, and the fact that ber husband has no
income except from his daily labor, and that she and her family are in
indigent circum.stauces, your ~ommittee recommend the passage of the
bill.
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