AN IMAGINARY TOUR
OF THE
PROPOSED
JEFFERSON NATION/IL
EXPANSION MEMORIAL

ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER
AT ST.LOUIS

Perhaps the best way to explain the various things on the model is by taking an
imaginary tour through the model. Let us imagine that the time is a few years hence
and tl1at the whole Memorial i s built, and that you are taking the day off to show
the \'lemorial to sorne very good friends who have come to visit you fran far away.
You are approachinp-. the park from the south on the new elevated super-highway.
Already, from far away, the stainless steel arch can be seen. You tell your friends
that the arch is 590 feet high, higher than the Washington Monument; that it contains 2500 tons of stainless steel; and that you will take them to the top of the
arch before the day is over.
You turn into the park at the Washington Avenue entrance and drive down a gentle
slope. To your right, you have a thickly wooded hill which now obstructs your view
of the arch. Just as you turn onto the observation plaza, where you stop your car,
a fine view unfolds. On the right, you see a solid mass of trees; in front, a huge
simple lawn with the arch soaring skyward; and on the left, the broad Mississippi
River . It is here that your frie nds really realize how large the arch is. The
1 ittle \1an uel Lisa Warehouse at the base of the arch emphasizes the scale of the
monumen t .
Your 1->lan for thf' tour begins with lunch at t-he levee restaurant, so while you
eat, you watch the activity on the river and talk about the tremendous river traffic
that once was here.
After lun ch you wander up the hill and come upon the Campfire Theatre just as a
gentleman from the National Park Service begins his lecture of this historic site.
Your friends hear how Laclede and Chouteau founded the city; how the early pioneers
trekked from the East and brought their covered wagons by steamboat down the Ohio
and up the Mississipµi to St. Louis; and how, from the riverfront, great wagon
trains began their perilous journey to open the new West. It was here that the historic lewis and Clark Expedition was outfitted. Your friends are told how a steamboat brought up the river from New Orleans the first locomotive to be delivered west
of the Mississippi River, about the Louisiana Purchase and Three Flag Day, and many
other things.
After you leave the Campfire Theatre, you have walked only a short distance
through the woods when a clearing widens and you come upon a little village of early
pioneer houses. It is a different village than what we · see today. The houses are
unpretentious, with large porches, but they have a character all their own. House
and porch are covered by a large shingle roof, and around every house there is a
stockade. There is a carriage and a buckboard, standing near the well not far from
the tool house. It is a picture of everyday life in this pioneer village a hundred
and fifty years ago. You and your friends go through a few of these houses and you
find everything needed for life of that time - the guns, the chest, the kitchen
utensils, even the bread in the oven.
The walk now takes you onto the Mall, a gently sloping meadow from the Courthouse to the river. We are now nearer the arch, which seems to dominate the whole
area. Your friends want to see the Old Courthouse, and you take them there and tell
them about the Dred Scott Case and other interesting incidents.
From here you wander back to the park. The first thing that you and your
friends inspect is the Old Cathedral , e arlier named the Cathedral of St. Louis of

France. Your friends are impressed by the little court of restored old St. Louis
buildings that are next to the Cathedral and the ~harm of the architecture of that
time in its proper setting. They are a bit disappointed when they find they can't
walk into one of these buildings because it is the parish house; but they walk
through the church museum, as well as some of the other buildings that are open for
inspection, just like the buildings in Williamsburg.
You walk down ~ few steps through the little formal garden and into the Architectural Museum where there are many more interiors and scenes of the buildings of
old St. Louis. From here your route takes you through the Historic Museum. This is
not an ordinary museum with objects placed in glass cabinets with labels next to
them, but rather a museum which, through animated exhibitions, sound tracks and
other modern devices, bring to life Jefferson and his time.
Then you take them up the ramp into the garden terraces on the roof of the Museum and to the outdoor cafe where you all have well-deserved refreshments and a
short rest. From here they have a beautiful view' of the Mississippi and Eads Bridge
with the arch in the foreground. It is time for dinner, so you go down the terraces
to the River Restaurant, which, I suppose, is famous for its seafood.
When you have finished dinner it is already dark; but the historic arcade is illuminated and you take your friends down the 100-foot wide stairway to the arcade.
While you are walking along the arcade you come to little courts where, through
sculpture and painting, the significant events of the Louisiana Purchase are depicted. One court portrays, through sculpture, the signing of the Louisiana Purchase; one tells the story of the westward movement, one where fur-trading and
trapping are memorialized, and another one pays homage to Lewis and Clark's great
expedition. 1here is a large mural which shows the St. Louis waterfront one hundred
years ago, and so on.
From here you walk across the lawn towards the arch and you tell your friends about the construction of this monument. The foundation goes deep into bed rock.
1here is a structural steel skeleton-like bridge construction under the 3/4" covering of stainless steel, but the stainless steel skin is an integral part of the
construction. Welded together, it forms a continuous impregnable shell. You tell
your friends how the arch was built.
Near the Manuel Lisa Warehouse, we pass through a tunnel to the elevator· that
takes you to the observation corridor at the top of the arch. The elevator cab is
different from anything you have ever seen before, because it has to have some of
the characteristics of a caterpillar - not a caterpillar truck, but the kind that
climbs on trees. The cab is made out of several small independently hung compartments which enable it to- load horizontally, travel almost vertically, and unload on
an incline. Within this conveyance, you now ascend to the top of the arch. The
doors open and you are in the observation corridor.
Through the windows you see a beautiful sight. The whole city is glittering and
glistening below. You see the great plains beyond the city, and you can see in your
mind the great droves of people who landed here and passed under your very feet on
their way to open up the West.
Eero Saarinen (Architect)

GATEWAY TO THE WEST
THE

RIVER

THE

RESTAURANT

MISSISSIPPI

R

I

V E

R

LEVEE

AESTAURANT

